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Meet the Panelists

Mercy Owuor, MCHD
Mercy is the Head of Research, Policy and Development at Carolina for Kibera (CFK). A GE
Healthcare and Women of Global Health Heroine of Health 2017 Awardee, Mercy has over 10
years of program management and research experience. At CFK, she leads growth and strategy
development, advocacy and strategic partnerships, monitoring and evaluation, and fundraising
and proposal development. Previously, Mercy worked with Lwala Community Alliance as the
director of community programs leading development and implementation for all community
programs including public health outreach, education, and economic empowerment. Mercy
holds a Master of Community Health and Development from Great Lakes University in Kisumu
and a Bachelor of Science in Sociology from Moi University.
Anne Khasakhala, PhD
Dr. Khasakhala is a Senior Lecturer and Director of Population Studies and Research Institute at
the University of Nairobi, and co-author of “Urban Integration in Africa: A Socio-Demographic
Survey of Nairobi.” Her work spans across various public health and social science disciplines
including maternal and child health, reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, poverty and population
studies. Her research has been featured in journals including International Journal of Equity,
BMC Pregnancy and Birth, Journal of Bio Social Science, African Population Studies, and
Demography India. Her recent research includes projects exploring fertility and poverty in
western and coast villages in Kenya, as well as motivation and barrier factors for use of modern
contraceptive use in collaboration with UNFPA ESARO and the University of Michigan. Dr.
Khasakhala holds a Ph.D. in Population Sciences from the International Institute for Population
Sciences in Mumbai, and a Master of Science in Medical Demography from the London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
Christine Ng’ang’a, MPA
Christine Ng’ang’a is the Managing Director at Strategia Advisors Limited, a Kenya consulting
firm with extensive experience in advising both public and private sector clients in the areas of
Capital Raising, Project Finance, Public/Private Partnerships, Strategy and Business Planning,
and Economic Development Policy. Her specialties include: economic development, corporate
finance, project finance, strategy, financial modeling, credit analysis, contract structuring and
negotiation, program design and evaluation. Christine holds a Master of Public Administration
with a concentration in finance and policy from New York University, and a Bachelor of Arts and
Science (BAS) in Economics and Political Science from Trent University. She currently serves as
Chair of the Audit, Risk, Actuarial and Compliance Committee of the Board of Directors for
Sanlam Kenya, an arm of South African Sanlam General Insurance Limited, which is the largest
insurance provider in Africa.
About Carolina for Kibera
Carolina for Kibera (CFK) invests in sustainable solutions to poverty by developing local leaders,
catalyzing social and economic progress, and promoting peace. Working across four major
focus areas – physical health, peace through sports, youth development, and financial and
economic stability – we combine service with responsible research to inform and assist
participatory development in Kibera and other informal settlements globally. CFK is a major
associated entity of The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
To learn more about CFK’s history and programs, please visit: cfk.unc.edu

